FOR CLARITY ON (ORDINANCE NO. 2020-2158)

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE CITY, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY
CHARTER, AMENDING THE CITY’S ELECTION PROCESS, TO THE CITIZENS THROUGH A SPECIAL ELECTION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE CITY, FLORIDA, PURSUANT TO
SECTION 605 OF THE CITY CHARTER, AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF AMENDMENTS
TO THE CITY CHARTER TO THE ELECTORATE AS PROPOSED BY THE CHARTER REVIEW BOARD;
AMENDING SECTION 105 OF THE CITY CHARTER TO PROHIBIT DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES
AND ACTIONS TO BE CONSISTENT WITH STATE AND FEDERAL LAWS; AMENDING SECTION 305
OF THE CITY CHARTER TO PROVIDE THAT THE COURTS OF LAW SHALL BE THE JUDGE OF THE
ELECTIONS; AMENDING SECTION 306 OF THE CITY CHARTER TO PROVIDE FOR REVISIONS
TO THE APPOINTMENT AND EMPLOYMENT OF THE CITY CLERK AND ESTABLISH DUTIES AND
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CHARTER OFFICER POSITION; AMENDING SECTION 404 OF THE
CITY CHARTER TO PROVIDE FOR THE REMOVAL OF REFERENCES TO ONLY FOUR PROTECTED
CLASSES OF GROUPS PROTECTED FROM DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES AND ACTIONS OF THE
CITY MANAGER AND ADDING SECTION 105(C) TO THE CITY CHARTER; AMENDING SECTION
505 OF THE CITY CHARTER TO PROVIDE FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF THE TERM “ABSENTEE”
WITH “VOTE-BY-MAIL” TO AGREE WITH THE FLORIDA ELECTION CODE; AMENDING SECTION
512 OF THE CITY CHARTER TO PROVIDE FOR THE CANVASSING OF RETURNS OF AN ELECTION
BY EITHER THE CITY COUNCIL OR THE COLUMBIA COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD; AMENDING
SECTION 513 OF THE CITY CHARTER TO PROVIDE FOR THE REMOVAL OF REFERENCES TO A
CITY AUDITOR; AMENDING SECTION 603 OF THE CITY CHARTER TO PROVIDE FOR REVISIONS
TO THE QUALIFICATIONS, POWERS, DUTIES, AND TERM OF THE CITY ATTORNEY AS A CHARTER
OFFICER; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; AND PROVIDING FOR
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City of Lake City, Florida (hereinafter “City”) is a
municipality organized and existing under the laws of the State of
Florida; and

WHEREAS, on, or about, April 5, 1977, the electorate of the City ap-
proved the current Charter which, as amended, has been the gov-
erning Charter of the City; and

WHEREAS, section 605 of the Charter requires the appointment
of a charter review board at least every ten (10) years and the City
Council appointed a charter review board through City Council
Resolution No. 2020-020; and

WHEREAS, the charter review board held public meetings through
the months of May and June of 2020, and on June 29, 2020 pro-
posed to the City Council eight (8) amendments to the Charter that
are required to be presented to the electorate for consideration at
the next general or special election of the City; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the proposed amendments
to the Charter are in the proper form.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY
OF LAKE CITY, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The above recitals are true and accurate and are adopt-
ed and incorporated herein.

Section 2. The following proposed eight (8) amendments, pre-
pared by the Charter Review Board, shall be submitted to the
electorate (words stricken are deletions; words underlined are addi-
tions):

Amendment 1.  Section 105(c) of Article |
Section 105. - Rights of officers and employees.

(@) Nothing in this Charter or any amendments properly made
hereto, except as otherwise specifically provided, shall affect or im-
pair the rights or privileges of persons who are city officers or em-
ployees at the time of adoption of this Charter or any amendment.
Elected officers shall continue to hold their offices and discharge
the duties thereof until their successors are elected and qualified.
(b)The terms of office of the council members, including the mayor-
council member, serving at the time of the special election of June
20, 1978, shall expire and terminate upon approval of Ordinance
A-389 by a majority of the electors of the city so voting at said spe-
cial election and upon their successors being elected and taking
office.

(c) The city shall prohibit discriminatory practices and actions that
are inconsistent with all state and federal laws.

Amendment 2. Section 305, Articlelll
Section 305. - Judge of qualifications.

The council shall be the judge of the etection-and qualifications
of its members and of the grounds for forfeiture of their office and
for that purpose shall have power to subpoena witnesses, admin-
ister oaths and require the production of evidence. A member
charged with conduct constituting grounds for forfeiture of his
office shall be entitled to a public hearing on demand, and notice
of such hearing shall be published in one or more newspapers of
general circulation in the city at least one week in advance of the
hearing. Decisions made by the council under this section shall be
subject to review by the courts.

Amendment 3.  Section 306, Article lll
Section 306. - Duties of the city clerk

The council shall appoint a city clerk, who shall serve as a Char-
ter officer under the direction and supervision of the council and
shall hold office at the pleasure of the council. The city clerk shall
be chosen on the basis of administrative qualifications. The coun-
cil shall establish an appropriate contract for the city clerk, which
shall contain the employment conditions, compensation, benefits

canvassing board. Notwithstanding the foregoing, with the agree-
ment of the Columbia County Canvassing Board and Columbia
County Supervisor of Elections, the city council may, by ordinance
assign and abdicate the canvassing responsibilities of the city can-
vassing board to the Columbia County Canvassing Board in such
event, the Columbia County Canvassing Board shall canvass the

and such other terms as may be appropriate. The direct employ-
ees of the city clerk in the office of the city clerk shall report to

the city clerk. The city clerk shall have the authority to hire, direct,
promote and terminate the employees in the city clerk’s office. The

city clerk shall serve as official custodian of the city seal and admin-
ister oaths as necessary. The city clerk shall be the custodian of all
official records of the city and shall be responsible for the proper
administration of all affairs concerning records of the city placed
under the city clerk’s authority. The city clerk shall give notice of
council meetings to its members and the public and shall keep the
journal of its proceedings which shall be public record, and per-
form such other duties as the council may from time to time assign.

Amendment4. Section 404(b) of Article |
Section 404. - Powers and duties of the city manager.

The city manager shall be the chief administrative officer of the
city. He shall be responsible to the council for the administration of
all city affairs placed in his charge by or under this Charter. He shall
have the following powers and duties:

(a)He shall appoint, and when he deems it necessary for the good
of the service, suspend or remove all city employees and appoint-
ive administrative officers provided for by or under this Charter, ex-
cept as otherwise provided by law, this Charter, or personnel rules
adopted pursuant to this Charter. He may authorize any adminis-
trative officer, who is subject to his direction and supervision, to
exercise these powers with respect to subordinates in that officer’s
department, office or agency.

(b)He shall direct and supervise the administration of all depart-
ments, officers, and agencies of the city, except as otherwise pro-

vided by this Charter or by law. And-perform-hiseduties-without

(c) He shall attend all council meetings and shall have the right to
take part in discussion, but shall not vote.

(d)He shall see that all laws, provisions of this Charter and acts of
the council, subject to enforcement by him or by officers subject to
his direction or supervision, are faithfully executed.

(e)He shall prepare and submit the annual budget and capital im-
provement program to the council.

(f) He shall submit to the council and make available to the publica
complete report on the finances and administrative activities of the
city as of the end of each fiscal year.

(g)He shall make such other reports as the council may require con-
cerning the operations of city departments, offices and agencies
subject to his direction and supervision.

(h)He shall make such recommendations to the council concerning
the affairs of the city as he deems desirable.

((i)He shall perform such other duties as are specified in this Char-
ter or as may be required by the council.

Amendment5.  Section 505 of Article V
Section 505. - Absentee Vote-by-mail voting.

Absentee Vote-by-mail voting shall be permitted in all municipal
elections in the same manner as now or hereafter provided for in
The Florida Election Code (F.S. ch 97 et seq.)

Amendment 6. Section 512 of ArticleV
Section 512. - Canvass of return.

Onthed e the-efection-at twelve-o'cloct
the-mayor-shati-calt-the-councilmemberstogetherand-theyshat-

To the extent that the applicable state laws are appropriate to
the canvassing of returns for the city elections the city council may,

in lieu of the county canvassing board, appoint a city canvassing
board to canvass the returns in the municipal elections. The city
canvassing board shall be comprised of (3) three citizens appointed

by resolution of the city council. The results of the voting at each
polling place shall be certified by return in duplicate signed by the
city clerk and a majority of the inspectors of the election, a copy
of the return being delivered by the city clerk to the mayor both
of whom shall transmit such return to a public meeting of the city

returns and shall declare the results of the canvass as the results of
the election in a manner provided by city ordinance or as otherwise
required by law.

Amendment 7. Section 513 of ArticleV
Section 513. - Oath of office.

Every officer of the city shall, before entering upon the duties of
his office, take and subscribe to an oath or affirmation to be filed
and kept in the office of the city auditorand-clerk; which oath shall
be in the form prescribed for state officers by the Constitution of
the state.

Amendment 8. Section 603 of Article VI
Section 603. - City attorney.

The council shall appoint a city attorney and such assistant city
attorneys as it deems necessary who shall act as legal advisors to
the city and all of its officers in matters relating to their official du-
ties.

(a) Tenure of office and qualifications. The council shall appoint a
city attorney, who shall act as the legal advisor to and attorney and
counselor for the city and all of its officers in matters relating to
their official duties. The city attorney shall serve under the direction
and supervision of the council and shall hold office at the pleasure
of the council. The city attorney shall be chosen on the basis of le-
gal and administrative qualifications. The council shall establish an
appropriate contract for the city attorney, which shall contain the
employment conditions, compensation, benefits and such other
terms as may be appropriate.

(b)Powers and duties enumerated. The city attorney shall be re-
sponsible to the council for the proper administration of all affairs
of the city assigned to the office of the city attorney and to that end
perform such other professional duties as may be required of the
office by ordinance or resolution of the council or as are prescribed
for city attorneys under the general law of the state which are not
inconsistent with this charter and with any ordinance or resolution
which may be passed by the council.

Section 3. The vote to be cast at the election shall pose the follow-
ing questions (ballot summary) and title to the electors of the City
of Lake City:

AMENDMENT NUMBER ONE:
City Charter Amendment One
Section 105 - Rights of officers and employees.

Shall Section 105 of the City Charter be amended to add a provi-
sion that prohibits discriminatory practices and actions against any
individuals who are members of a legally recognized and protected
class or group and allows the classes or groups to remain consistent
with Florida and federal law?

YES
NO

AMENDMENT NUMBER TWO:

City Charter Amendment Two

Section 305 - Judge of qualifications.

Currently the City Charter provides that the City Council is the
judge of elections although any opponent of an election must file
their complaints with the courts of law. Shall Section 305 of the City
Charter be amended to agree with the Florida Election Code and
provide that the courts of law shall be the judge of the elections?

YES
NO

AMENDMENT NUMBER THREE:
City Charter Amendment Three
Section 306 - Duties of the city clerk.

Section 306 of the City Charter was enacted during 1968 and has
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not been amended. Shall Section 306 be amended to provide that
the city clerk shall serve under the direction and supervision of

the city council and a written contract; and be responsible for the
employees within the office of the city clerk; and be the official cus-
todian of all official records of the city, the city seal, and administer
oaths of office?

YES
NO

AMENDMENT NUMBER FOUR:

Shall Section 404 of the City Charter be amended to prohibit dis-
criminatory actions by all persons who act on behalf of the City,
when only the city manager is identified currently?

YES
NO

AMENDMENT NUMBER FIVE:
Shall Section 505 of the City Charter be amended to replace the
term “absentee” with “vote-by-mail” to agree with the Florida Elec-
tion Code?

_YES

____NO

AMENDMENT NUMBER SIX:
City Charter Amendment Six
Section 512 — Canvass of return.

Shall Section 512 of the City Charter be amended to allow the
canvassing of returns of an election by either the City Council or
the Columbia County Canvassing Board?

_YES
___NO

AMENDMENT NUMBER SEVEN:
City Charter Amendment Seven
Section 513 - Oath of office.
Shall Section 513 of the City Charter be amended to remove refer-
ences to a City Auditor as an official keeper of officer oaths or af-
firmations due to no such office being in existence?

_YES

____NO

AMENDMENT NUMBER EIGHT:
City Charter Amendment Eight
Section 603 - City attorney.
Section 603 of the City Charter was enacted during 1968 and has
not been amended. Shall Section 603 of the City Charter be amend-
ed to provide the qualifications, powers, duties, and term of the
City Attorney position as a Charter Officer?

_YES

___NO
Section 4. Severability. Should any section, subsection, sentence,
clause, phrase, or other provision of this ordinance be held invalid
or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such inva-
lidity or unconstitutionality shall not be so construed as to render
invalid or unconstitutional the remaining provisions of this ordi-
nance.

Section 5. Conflict. All ordinances or portions of ordinances in con-
flict with this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such
conflict.

Section 6. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its
adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED upon first reading this _6th day of July 2020.

NOTICE PUBLISHED onthe  9th  dayof July 2020.

20th July

PASSED AND ADOPTED on the day of 2020.

CITY OF LAKE CITY, FLORIDA

Jgél/

Stephen/M. Witt, M

By: —

ayor

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY:

By: 7% /g )

Frederick L. Koberlein, Jr.,
City Attorney

Please Note! These IMPORTANT Ordinances will be at the very
bottom of your ballot. PLEASE Be Sure and Mark Your Ballot.
DON’T MISS VOTING ON THEM!

For more information please visit us on-line at www.lcfla.com or Contact City Clerk Audrey Sikes at (386) 719-5756





