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Traffic Stop Uncovers Stolen Gun and Narcotics 
 

On Thursday, June 29, 2023 at approximately 7:51 p.m. officers conducted a routine traffic stop on NE 

Chestnut Ave. Circumstances lead to the consensual search of the vehicle.  

The driver of the vehicle, Nicholas Merritt, was in possession of the following:  

• One Smith and Wesson .38 Airweight, which was loaded with six rounds, and reported stolen out of 

Festus County Missouri. 

• A small clear plastic bag with a crystal-rock-like substance inside, which was tested and determined to 

be methamphetamines.  

• A clear plastic bag rolled up and concealed in micro plastic bubble wrap containing a pinkish powder 

substance, which was tested and determined to be Fentanyl. 

• A white plastic pill bottle with no markings containing a pink, broken in half round pill identified as 

Generic Adderall which is a controlled substance. 

• One black electronic weight scale commonly used for the weight and measurement of narcotics, with 

visible trace amounts of white powder substances/residue.  

 

The passenger of the vehicle, Billie Jo Mattson, was in possession of the following:  

• A small clear plastic bag containing a white powdery substance, which was tested and determined to be 

Alpha PVP.   

• A brown tobacco wrapped joint containing small white rock-like substance mixed inside, which was 

tested and determined to be methamphetamines. 

 

Both Merritt and Mattson were arrested and transported to Columbia County Detention Facility without further 

incident.  
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Report information anonymously by calling the LCPD TIPS line at 386-719-2068 or  

Crime Stoppers of Columbia County at 386-754-7099. 
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